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BT —
gram for the Umted States oil mdustry is likely to
be 3 little embamassmg if it comes off, A Texas oil
man has urchased sorne Russian’ machinery. It con-
sists of a S‘ovxet-deﬂgned turbo drill for oil and gas
wells. ‘The Texan thinks the Russian drill is far su-
perior: to anythmg bemg produced in this country.
He's now askmg permission for some Soviet engi-
neers to come ov9r and teach.us how fo usé them.

 The qmbarrassment is obvious. Too many Amer-
icans have "been saylhg™ for oo ‘Torig" that Soviet |
(Russia i5 a backward ‘country,” technologically in-
ferior to us. They point to the engineers we-had to [
send over in the edrly days. of the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion to help develop rich Hatural resources, and they
theorize from the way Soviét industries have some- |’
times copied our models that't:iére is no engineering
genius there. Recently, the Russians have been
boasting to the world that we’re the backward cauns
try, and that socialism is bournd to overtake and sur-
pass the capitalist world.

Certainly much of what the Soviet system has
accomplished has Deen built with a- healthy assist
from the capitalist world. But some shows keen ine
telhgence The Russian iron and steel industry has
made spectacular progress since World War II. Part|
of it is due to.the use of a process known as high[
top-pressure blast-furnace operation. That was devel-|
oped by American agencies, But it is not us‘ed widely
here hecausé there is a ‘question of whether it is eco-
nomically useful. There is no such question in the
Soviet Union, There engineers pitked it up, adapted
it, anid have been scoring record productivity with it.

In the future, the Soviet world may come up with|
many omginal advances Its educatmnal system, as|

subh observers ‘ en Dulles and former |
Todrer s ena or Witliam Béiton have pointed
| out, is far outstuppmg U$ in trainihg young techs|:
nicians, Russians are workifig in the fields of elec-|:
tronic calculators, radioacti¥é”isotopes in chemical|
reacuons, and” autq’matlc control of factories — withls
significant progress *T“n the latter. Their jet aircraft];
hgine design and production sgem to be more than|:
lequate, We” Sfxall e kidding Jly ourselves if wel
think eompIacently that they are backward and j
,vstupxd ' e e
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